GEORGE THE THIRD
differentiation between internal and external taxation. The new
Revenue Act was a hostile Act, and immediately discontent
flamed up in the various colonies. It was sedulously fanned by
the attractive logic of John Dickinson's arguments in his Farmer's
Letters, which have been described as * the most widely read
products of the controversy with Great Britain ' until the time of
Tom Paine. The Governors were powerless: they could not
command the support of the colonial legislatures, and the forces
at their disposal were too small to undertake an effective policy
of repression.
Chatham's resignation in 1768 left Grafton in control of the
Ministry. The appointment of a Secretary for the North
American colonies was at least an indication that colonial affairs
were at last to be given the consideration which was their due;
hut unfortunately Hillsborough who was put in the new Depart-
ment was a rather pompous person of no great political ability;
and his handling of a delicate situation was so pathetically feeble
that he merely aggravated the difficulties which confronted the
Ministry. The lawlessness in America was so universal that the
punishment of law-breakers was made dependent upon their
political opinions—were they for or against the Mother Country.
At least such was the view which the Ministers in London took;
and to overcome the difficulty they piloted through Parliament
a proposal to revive a long-disused Act passed in the time of
Henry VIII which would make it possible to bring for trial in
England all persons charged with treason. It requires little
imagination to realize the effect of such a slur on American fair-
mindedness.
Burke went to the root of the matter in his speech against the
revival of the statute:
If your remedy is such as is not likely to appease the Americans, but
to exasperate them, you fire a cannon upon your enemy which will
recoil upon yourselves. And why? Because you cannot trust a
jury of mat country ? Sir, that word must convey horror to every
feeling mind. If you have not a party among two millions of
people, you must either change your plan of government, or re-
nounce your colonies for ever.
But more telling even than the arguments of Burke was the
advice of Thomas Pownall, the Member for Tregony. Pownall
had been successively Governor of Massachusetts and South
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